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Let’s remember our people on Thursday

• Safetree’s encouraging everyone to pay our respects to the people who’ve died in our industry at Team Safety 

Talks on Thursday.

• Thursday is Workers Memorial Day – when around the world people remember those killed on the job. 

• It’s a day to remember the 4 forestry workers who died this year – and the 23 who died in the previous 5 years.

• Thursday’s a chance to draw attention to the big risks in our industry – the activities that kill people.   

• And to remind ourselves of the controls we’ve got in place to stop that happening. 

• It’s a day for talking to the team about what’s going well and what people are concerned about. 

• We’re encouraging everyone in forestry to take part in a Team Safety Talk on Thursday. 

• This could be at a regular pre-start crew meeting or team meeting, or a special meeting to mark the day. 

• To help you, below are some things you might like to talk about at your team meeting.

• Please share this power-point with managers, foremen and contractors, and encourage them to use it at a Team 

Safety Talk on Thursday. 



Safety Team Talks on Workers’ Memorial Day

• Today is International Workers Memorial Day – when all around the world people remember those who’ve been 

killed at work

• In our industry 4 workers have died this year.  Another 23 died in the previous 5 years.  

• So today we’re going to take a moment to acknowledge and pay our respects to those people.

• And to their families, friends and workmates. 

• Their deaths remind us we work in an industry where, when things go wrong, people can get badly hurt or even 

killed. 

• We don’t want that happening to any of our people.

• And it’s up to all of us – me included – to help make sure that doesn’t happen. 



Let’s stay safe 

• There are 4 things we really need to watch out for because they’re the things that kill people in forestry: 

• Driving vehicles

• Tree felling

• Breaking out

• Skid site work

• There are also 4 really important things that can help us stop those accidents: 

• Planning: we’ve all got to understand the plan for the day so we know what’s happening and what we have to 

deal with. 

• Communication: we’ve got to tell others what we’re doing – at the start of the day and during the day. 

• Separation distances: we’ve got to stick to the 2-tree-length rule and safe retreat distance. No exceptions.

• Fit for the job: we should only be doing work we’re competent, and in a fit state, to do. Tell someone if you’re not. 

• Lastly, run through your emergency procedures - so everyone knows what to do if something goes wrong. 



Tell us how you think we can get safer?

• Safetree wants your views on how we can stop people getting killed in our forests.

• You work in forestry – so you know better than anyone the risks and how to manage them. 

• We want to know:

• What were the health and safety improvements that had the most positive impact on your crew? 

• If you could change one thing to improve safety what would it be? Why?

• Send your feedback to info@safetree.nz, enquiries@fisc.org.nz, or facebook.com/safetreenz
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Thanks 

from the Safetree team
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